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It began 25 years ago, and 
now it’s almost over. Artist/
sculptor John Virgona from 
Hastings Point has put the 
other love of his life up for 
sale. Weighing in at 1.2 
tonnes and around four 
metres long, his mermaid 
sculpture entitled Serenus 
Pacifi cus is close to comple-
tion. Adorned with fl owing 

hair and beautifully fi gured 
face and body, the piece of 
art has been a constant com-
panion for the artist for a 
quarter of a century.

‘She’s been with me every-
where I have been, since 
inception,’ he told The Echo. 
‘I’ve always travelled with 
her – from Spain, France, 
Holland and around Aus-

tralia. I even had a specially 
made trailer for her.’

As an artist, he has been 
active for over 30 years ago, 
predominately based around 
the Gold Coast. Both his 
painting and sculpture style 
is self described as ‘Symbolic 
Mysticism’,where he employs 
special material that is both 
water and heat resistant. 

Friends have called the 
mermaid ‘a legacy of the 
insane’, and John seemed 
ready to acknowledge that 
it has been an unusual rela-
tionship. Virgona hopes to 
sell the sculpture privately 
and those interested in this 
or any of his other work 
can phone him on 6676 
0782.

Sculptor’s mermaid near completion

Byron Bay artist John Dahl-
sen’s latest paintings have 
been given the seal of 
approval by the Art Gallery 
of NSW, with his painting 
Light Blue Purge Painting 
2006, pictured, having been 
selected as a fi nalist in the 
Sulman Award, currently 
showing alongside the 
Archibald and the Wynne 
prizes. 

Dahlsen won the Wynne 
prize in 2000.

During the latter part of 
2005 and into 2006, Dahl-
sen has been creating a new 
body of work, a series of 
paintings on canvas and Bel-
gian linen, based on the sub-
ject matter of plastic 
‘purges’. 

Dahlsen said of the new 
work: ‘The direction in this 
work which also incorporates 
sculpture and assemblage, is 
a natural evolution for me 
and further consolidates my 

return to painting, which 
was my main medium for 17 
years, prior to working for 
over eight years with found 
objects, based upon environ-
mental themes.’ 

Having only just returned 

from Europe, Dahlsen noted,  
‘Through my ongoing asso-
ciation with Austrade, I was 
introduced to gallery direc-
tors in Berlin, Frankfurt and 
Amsterdam and the response 
to my new work has been 

amazing, with many projects 
in discussion and under way. 
Having such positive 
response really makes the 
transition so much easier, 
from being the artist who for 
a while exclusively worked 
with beach found objects 
into being a painter again.’

Dahlsen exhibited two art-
works in the recent exhibi-
tion at the Lismore Regional 
Gallery ‘Oceans 11’,  a group 
exhibition of north coast art-
ists responding to the theme 
of the ocean and living near 
the ocean. 

He is also again on show at 
the Lismore Regional Gal-
lery with the exhibition ‘Col-
lections Northern Rivers’, 
which opened on April 28 
and continues to May 31.

The Archibald, Sulman 
and Wynne prizes will be on 
exhibition at the Art Gallery 
of NSW in Sydney until May 
28.

Christine Willmot
A recent addition to the 
North Coast art gallery scene 
is Nurybah gallery, the name 
being the aboriginal (Bund-
jalung) spelling of Newrybar. 
‘Nury’ is thought to refer to 
the vines which were plenti-
ful in that area of the Big 
Scrub, and were stripped 
and made into fi shing nets.

 The fi shing theme is coin-
cidentally relevant to some 
of the unusual offerings of 
this gallery, which is a 
restored wooden house nes-
tled on a ridge above the 
Pacifi c Highway with views 
to the east. The permanent 
collection is a rich treasure 
trove of Asian art, especially 
that of Burma. 

The director of the gallery, 
David Bennie, set the gallery 
up in February this year. He 
loves Asian art and plans to 
build the collection further, 
with the assistance of Chris 
Campbell, a local musician 
and psychotherapist, whose 
pieces, collected over years of 
travel, form the basis of the 

material. They are getting 
ready for the arrival of a 
complete fi shing boat in all 
its decorative glory. The gal-
lery looks set to become a 
leader in the area for unusual 
Asian antique art. David also 
hopes to extend the veran-

dah, put in a teahouse and 
incorporate musical events 
and other small happenings 
to make use of the fantasy 
ambience created by the art 
works and to accompany the 
changing exhibitions.

Against the backdrop of 

the unusual Asian pieces are, 
currently, the paintings of 
two local artists, Jocelyn 
Carmel and Anna Niblic 
Heggie, and their exhibitions 
will run till May 5. Jocelyn’s 
water colours on canvas  of 
some of the local villages, 
including Newrybar itself 
(pictured), are compact bird-
seye views in a whimsical 
naïve style using a palette 
of luminous  pastels.  Anna 
Niblic’s oeuvre is very differ-
ent – powerful, subtly surre-
alist faces based on the cold 
stares of mannequins. They 
capture a stillness of a 
moment in time and take us 
to the place of mystery and 
intrigue that the ‘plastic 
enigma’ – the mannequin –
inhabits. They also challenge 
our thinking about idealised 
female beauty.

The gallery, at 16 Old 
Pacifi c Highway, Newrybar, 
with its current exhibition 
which finishes on Friday  
May 5, is well worth a visit 
and it is open from 10am to 
3pm Sunday to Tuesday.

What better way to spend 
the Mothers Day weekend 
of May 13-14 than visiting a 
beautiful subtropical garden 
at Tyagarah? ‘Gail and 
Tony’s garden’ is located at 
Lot 10 Pacific Hwy, Fox 
Lane, Tyagarah.

An avenue of mature Royal 
Cuban Palms and a wind-
break of dracaenas set the 
mood for this sub tropical 
garden. Mature trees form a 
canopy under which plants 
are chosen for their coloured 
foliage. Hibiscus, grevilleas, 
salvias, and bromelliads 
bloom among coloured foli-
age of iresine, coleus and 
maranta.

Sweeping lawns surround 
beds planted with sub-tropi-
cal plantings. Attractive use 
has been made of plants with 

interesting leaf shapes includ-
ing gingers, ferns and 
orchids.Inviting cool, shady 
areas  are contrasted with 
pockets of colour.

To get to the garden take 
the Mullumbimby exit (Gul-
gan Road); turn left at Fox’s 
Lane and immediately left 
again. Follow the yellow and 
green AOGS signs.

The garden is opening as  
part of Australia’s Open Gar-
den Scheme, a non-profit 
organisation promoting the 
knowledge and pleasure of 
gardens and gardening.  Each 
year the Scheme opens the 
fi nest and most exciting pri-
vate gardens across Australia 
to the garden loving public.

For weekly updates of 
open gardens phone 1902 
261 026 (83c per minute).
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